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Overview 

Imogen Nelson specialises in defending and prosecuting criminal cases at all levels, both 

as a led and sole junior, with a particular interest in serious and financial crime. She 

routinely achieves results for her lay and professional clients through thorough 

preparation, astute case tactics and accomplished advocacy. 

Imogen has a keen eye for detail and has been commended for her ability to process, 

retain and condense huge volumes of material, so it can be more easily presented to 

juries and understood by clients. Meticulous in her approach towards client and witness 

care, Imogen is often instructed in cases involving vulnerable defendants and/or 

witnesses.   

Before being called to the Bar, Imogen worked at a criminal defence solicitor’s firm 

where she was responsible for overseeing and preparing a number of cases for trial at 

any one time. As a result, she has experience in dealing with cases beyond her level of 

call and is attentive to the needs of solicitors and mindful of their relationship with the 

lay client.   



Financial Crime  

Imogen has extensive knowledge and experience of financial crime and an adept skillset 

to deal with the demands of such cases, which are usually complex and document heavy.  

  

In 2017, Imogen was seconded to the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) on a suspected 

money laundering investigation into a regulated firm. During her time there, Imogen 

assisted in conducting a compelled interview with the CEO and his legal team, and was 

the sole counsel responsible for reviewing tens of thousands of documents provided by 

the firm. All of her findings on the documents were collated and summarised into an 

advice for the FCA.  

In 2018, Imogen was instructed to act as a de facto Deputy Disclosure Officer by HMRC. 

The particular investigation concerned an Organised Crime Group suspected to be 

involved in an inwards diversion fraud. Imogen was specifically tasked with reviewing 

and advising on the contents of various telephony devices, including mobiles and 

laptops, seized from suspects.  

R v B [Isleworth CC, 2019] -  Appeared on behalf of the Crown. B had been found in 

possession of a number of counterfeit bank cards said to be for use in frauds. 

R v I [Isleworth CC, 2019] – Instructed to prosecute I for converting criminal property.  

Confiscation  

Imogen has appeared on behalf of the defence and the Crown in a number of contested 

confiscation proceedings.  

Most recently appeared for R in R v R and H [Portsmouth 2019]. R pleaded guilty to his 

involvement in two drugs conspiracies. The issue for confiscation was whether the 

benefit figure should be calculated on the basis of the wholesale or retail figure. 



General crime 

2019 

R v F [Woolwich CC] – Secured conviction against F for his role in a group assault 

causing injuries amounting to grievous bodily harm. 

R v C [Croydon CC] – Secured convictions against C for dangerous driving, going 

equipped and possession of a bladed article. 

2018 

R v S & O [Maidstone CC] – Junior led in the successful prosecution of parents for 

causing or allowing serious injury of their three-week old baby.  

R v C-C [Portsmouth CC] – Represented C-C at sentence. C-C was a vulnerable 

defendant, who pleaded guilty to a serious sexual assault. 

R v M [Southwark CC] – Secured convictions against M for domestic assault and ABH.  

R v H [Maidstone CC] – Successfully defended H who was accused of dangerous driving. 

R v P [Central Criminal Court] – Prosecuted a police officer accused of causing burglary 

and criminal damage to a barbers shop after a night out in the West End. After a hung 

jury, the defendant was convicted on re-trial. Press coverage of the case can be found 

here: 

https://www.standard.co.uk/news/crime/police-officer-claims-he-trashed-west-end-

barber-shop-after-his-drink-was-spiked-with-party-drug-a3839351.html 

R v S & S [Portsmouth CC] – Secured acquittal in the case of S, a young man accused of 

grievous bodily harm with intent.  

R v R [Wood Green CC] – Secured convictions against R for nasty domestic assaults 

against multiple partners.  



R v R & a youth defendant [Kingston CC] – Instructed to prosecute R and a youth 

defendant for a string of dwelling burglaries. Both pleaded guilty on the first morning of 

trial.  

R v B-K [Kingston CC] – Secured acquittals in case where B-K was accused of theft.  

R v M [Manchester CC] – Represented M who pleaded guilty to theft from a vulnerable 

family friend in breach of trust. 

2017 

R v L [Southwark CC] – Successfully defended L who was accused of driving at the 

complainant on purpose during a road rage incident. 

R v J [Croydon CC] – J was accused of causing grievous bodily harm to his sister-in-law 

by fracturing her spine and causing actual bodily harm to her face. J was acquitted of 

grievous bodily harm. 

R v K [Inner London CC] – Secured convictions against K for harassment.  

R v P [Kingston CC] – Defended P who was charged with threatening a group of men 

with an axe during a road rage incident. Successfully argued during sentence that there 

was high degree of provocation and resisted the imposition of the statutory minimum 

sentence of 6 months’ imprisonment. 

R v W [Portsmouth CC] - Successfully defended a young man accused of exposing 

himself to a member of the public.  

R v W [Woolwich CC] – Successfully defended W who stood accused of exposing himself 

to a group of young children in a South London park. During the case, one of the 

complainants aged 10 was cross examined by video link and two separate bad character 

applications under gateway F and D were resisted.  

  



R v A & D [Hove CC] – Appeared on behalf of A who was accused of a nasty robbery on 

the Brighton seafront.  

QUALIFICATIONS 

History BA Hons (University of Nottingham) 

Graduate Diploma in Law (with Commendation) 

LLB in Law (2:1) 

Bar Professional Training Course (Very Competent) 

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 

CPS Advocate Panel Member, Level 2 

Member of the Honourable Society of the Inner Temple 

Criminal Bar Association 

South Eastern Circuit  

Young Fraud Lawyers Association 


